Is this the last editon of RSC News as we know it?

Let rsc.admin@rsc.anu.edu.au know what you think about the following propsed titles for monthly newletter, A
Chemical Insight, Research School Chatter or The Monthly Chronical.

Don't forget there is chocolate or wine to be won if you can come up with something better, send your

suggestions in by 15th September.

This month's news is packed full of information including a review of the Birch Lecture, scholarship dates to
remember, how to book a room using the online system, why there are red dots around the place and who won

this month's lovely lab competition.

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS
CONGRATULATIONS

Our congratulations go to Associate Professor Mick
Sherburn who recently won the Le Fevre Memorial
Prize for Chemistry.

Congratulations to Dr. Michelle Coote who has been
awarded the 2006 Rennie Medal of the Royal
Australian Chemical Institute. The Rennie Medal is
awarded each year to an early career researcher who,
in the opinion of the Board of the Institute, has
contributed most toward the development of any area
of chemical science.

as well as to the following completing PhD scholar:

Mr Joseph Lee Hughes BSc ANU

Magneto-Optic and Selective Spectroscopies of Natural
Photosystems

Supervisor: Professor E R Krausz

Submitted 2 August 2006

and the following student who has been admitted:

Dr Bradley James Stevenson BSc Lincoln NZ
Directed Evolution of Pyruvate Decarboxylase for in
Vitro Glycolysis

Supervisor: Professor D L Ollis

Submitted 7 April 2006, Admitted 26 July 2006

Our congratulations go to Professor Ray Withers for
winning the August Excellent Networking Skills award
for his activities at the recent conference in Leuven,
Belgium (see opposite).

RECENT ARRIVALS
A sincere welcome is extended to the following people
who have joined us recently:

Dr Ann Larsson has taken up a position as Research
Fellow with Professor Withers’ group (room E107, ext.
53508).

Mrs Yen Hai Pham has commenced PhD studies under
the supervision of Dr Aaron Oakley (Yen Hai is currently
based in Sydney, email: yen.pham@csiro.au).

Ms Kristine Knudsen is here from Denmark
accompanying her husband who is a Visiting Fellow in
the Department of Applied Mathematics. Kristine will
spend some time working with Dr Aaron Oakley until
December (room E205, ext. 54181).

Mr Joseph Hughes has commenced a one year
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Professor Krausz's group
following the submission of his thesis.

Ms Sylvia Hsu Chen Yip has commenced PhD studies
with Professor David Ollis (room A216, ext. 54377).

Mr Sajid Noor has commenced PhD studies under the
supervision of Professor Gottfried Otting (room E4B, ext.
56508).




DEPARTURES
Farewell and best wishes to the following who have left
the School since our last issue:

Dr Mario Knoke left RSC at the end of July to take up
a position at BASF in Ludwigshafen, Germany.

Dr Richard Webster has left to commence a position
as Assistant Professor at Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore.

Dr Shane Simonsen has left at the end of his
appointment to return to Queensland.

Ms Luisa Fernside has left to commence a position at
CSIRO Discovery.

Professor Nick Dixon has left to be the Professor of
Biological Chemistry at the University of Wollongong.

oottt ereed

COMMUNICATION & MEDIA REPORTS

Please let Seona Meharg, smeharg@rsc.anu.edu.au,
know if you have been in the media or if you have
participated in communication activities.

Birch Lecture Series — 5t to 13t August 2006

(article by Prof. Peter Gill)

The world's appetite for cheap, safe energy is almost
insatiable and, as oil prices climb ever higher and
nuclear alternatives remain contentious, it is exciting to
contemplate the possibility of harnessing the
inexhaustible resources provided by our sun. Some
years ago, Prof Michael Graetzel revolutionized the field
of solar cell technology by developing a cell that uses
organic dyes to collect solar photons and uses their
energy to create excited electrons in microparticles of
titanium dioxide. The Graetzel cell continues to be
developed and improved and we were fortunate to be
able to attract Prof Graetzel to give the 2006 Birch
lecture on August 7. In this lecture, and two specialized
seminars on the following days, Prof Graetzel described
the fundamental strengths and weaknesses of recent
incarnations of the cell and captivated his audience with
a fascinating blend of organic and physical chemistry.
Many of our previous Birch lecturers have been Nobel
laureates:  although Prof Graetzel has not yet this
particular accolade, it seems likely that this honour will
not elude him for much longer...

Professor Michael Gratzel directs the Institute of
Photonics and Interfaces at the EPFL at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne,
Switzerland.



BUSINESS NEWS

How to access the online meeting room booking
system

Step 1 - access the RSC web site and click on ‘For
staff and students’

Step 2 - click on the RSC Meeting Room Booking
System

Step 3 - Log in (click the button on the top right hand
corner of the screen), use your emailiweb user name
and password

Step 4 — Select the building the room you would like to
book is located in, ie Birch or Craig

Step 5 - Select the date and time of the room you wish
to book, adding a note on what the meeting is for, a
contact name and telephone number.

Please note this system does not allow you to alter
someone else’s booking or to book a room at the same
time a someone else. This is why it is important to
have a contact name and telephone number.

Reminder that -

International Scholarship round closes 31st August
2006.

www.anu.edu.au/graduate/scholarships/

Summer Research Scholar applications close 31+t
August 2006.
www.anu.edu.au/graduate/srs/

Australian Postgraduate Award (APA) Scholarship
round closes 315t October 2006
www.anu.edu.au/graduate/scholarships/

KEV'S COLUMN

Contract Cleaners have been cleaning the School for
5 weeks to help them recognizes which doors are to be
locked red dots have been placed above the locks. If
you would like your area locked on completion of night
cleaning please contact me and | will add your area to
the new system.

The Non-Secure paper recycling bins will be emptied
on Thursday evenings by the cleaners. Please ensure
you only place Non-Secure paper in these bins.

SAFETY MATTERS

At the time of writing, | can report that in the period since
the last Safety Committee Meeting (3 months) the
School has recorded zero Incident Notifications
(Accident Reports). This suggests you've all been
working with admirable diligence and due care and
attention, or else you've been doing no work, at all.
Either way, you are to be congratulated. If the former is
true, then you've made the School a safer place to work
in, and if the latter is true, congratulations for getting
away with it.

I'm pleased to report that the unannounced monthly
Safety Inspection carried out recently, produced no
nasty surprises. There are a couple of general
observations, though, that are worthy of mention. The
first concerns the perennial problem of excessive ice
build-up in freezers that, in many cases, is engulfing the
flasks within them. Would people who use fridges please
check them periodically and, if necessary, defrost them.
The second concern the inspection team had was the
number of food and beverage containers they saw in
waste bins in the labs. Everyone in the School knows
that eating and drinking in laboratories is not permitted
under any circumstances.

Finally, the Lovely Lab competition this month goes to
the occupants of Room 240 and it is awarded for very
much the same reasons as those given in last month’s
citation. It's gone from tip, to tip top — congratulations!

Each student lab member wins a voucher for a coffee &
muffin at the Purple Pickle.

STUDENT MATTERS (please feel free to change the
name of this column)

We are still looking for a student/students to add their
voice to RSC News the editorial team. Email
rsc.admin@rsc.anu.edu.au




FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Tuggeranong Vikings Cycling Club are holding a series
of criterium style races at the ANU on Saturday 2nd
September. Included will also be a novice race for ANU
staff and students who might be interested in trying
road race cycling, please see details below.

Saturday 2nd September - come and try road racing
at the ANU (and get free food)

A unique opportunity for new and experienced cyclists
to race around the beautiful ANU campus in a once-off
Criterium Extravaganza. There will be grades for
experienced cyclists ranging from A to C grade and
Juniors, as well as special Men's and Women's Novice
grades following a skills session.

The cost for non-Cycling Australia members is an
incredible $3 which includes the race fee for the Novice
grade, insurance and the skills session.

For current Cycling Australia members the cost will be
$5 entry.

Racing starts at 10.30 am for C grade, followed by B, A
and Junior grades. Following this will be a Novice Skills
Session at 12.30, followed by the Men's and Women's
races. A free BBQ will be provided for everyone that
turns up with a bike!

The race hub will be on Balmain Cres, ANU, just past
the entrance to University House (follow the signs from
the bike path).

The Criterium is being organised by the Tuggeranong
Vikings Cycling Club and is co-run with ANU Green.
The Vikings also have a special sign up deal for Novice
Women, with new members able to join for the first year
with the club for free.

So take advantage of these excellent deals and come
and race at the ANU. Put the date in your diary now!

JOKE OF THE MONTH

A school teacher was arrested today at JFK
International Airport attempting to board a flight while in
possession of a ruler, a protractor, a set square, a slide
rule, and a calculator.

At a press conference, Attorney General Alberto
Gonzalez said he believes the man is a member of the
notorious Al-gebra movement.

He did not identify the man, who has been charged by
the FBI with carrying weapons of maths instruction.

"Al-gebra is a problem for us," Gonzalez said.

"They desire solutions by means and extremes, and
sometimes go off on tangents in a search of absolute
value.

They use secret code names like 'x' and 'y' and refer to
themselves as 'unknowns, but we have determined they
belong to a common denominator of the axis of
medieval with coordinates in every country.

As the Greek philosopher Isosceles used to say, There
are 3 sides to every triangle.'

When asked to comment, President Bush said, "If God
had wanted us to have better Weapons of Maths
Instruction, He would have given us more fingers and
toes."

White House aides told reporters they could not recall a
more intelligent or profound statement by the president.
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